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A  
Why do people write this way in texting?  The cell 

phone screen is small and the keyboard is tiny.  In 
addition, abbreviations speed things up—and 
perhaps even save money.  If words can be 
shortened without loss of meaning, this will speed up 
the whole process. 

Another thing is that texting is simply fun, just like 
language play.  One person will introduce an 
abbreviation, and another will play with it. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------
Information You Have to Get from Your Partner 

Get the following information about “the 
Text-messaging Poetry Competition”  
-When? 
 
-Who organized it? 
 
-What was the rule of the competition? 
 
-How many people participated in it? 
 
 

B  
The spirit of language play can go even further.  

In 2001, a Britain newspaper, The Guardian, held 
the first text-messaging poetry competition.  You 
had to write a poem within the 160-character 
constraint of the cell phone screen.  It was 
successful.  Nearly 7,500 poems were sent in, and 
it attracted many people’s interest.  So The 
Guardian repeated the event in 2002 again. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Information You Have to Get from Your Partner 

Why do people use the unique language when 
texting? Write FIVE reasons. 
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 Question 

01 Do you think it’s important to study foreign languages at school? 

02 Do you think Tokyo is a good city? 

03 Do you think Japanese culture will become more popular outside Japan? 

 I agree with you on your first point.

 That’s a good point! 

 That may be true, but in my opinion, … 

 That doesn’t make sense.  

 What do you mean by…? 
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 Great Good Limited Need to Try 

 

Small Talk 

Marathon 

 

Word Quiz 

 
Give It a Try 



Question Answer 

1 Hello. 

2    

3  What time did you get up this morning? 

4    

5  What did you have for breakfast ? 

6   

7  How is the weather today ? 

8  

9  What is your first class today ? 

10  

1 Hi. 

2   

3  I got up at (                     ). 

4   

5  I had (             ) for breakfast. 

6   

7  It’s  (                   ). 

8   

9  My first class is (              ). 

10  

1 Where do you want to display the drinks? 

2 Why do you think so ? 

3 Do you have any ideas ? 

4 Pardon ? 

5 Why don’t you ? 

6 That’s a good idea. 

7 I think so too. 

8 Thank you for your opinion. 

9 Because it is . 

10 This will help business. 

Interviewer:  Where do you want to ddisplay the magazines? 

Manager: 

         I want to display them on shelf D. 

      bbecause there are large windows facing the street. 

For example, a customer outside can see the magazines. 

and they feel like going inside. 

This will help business. 

Interviewer:  That’s a good idea.  /  I agree. 

Assertion 

Reason 

Example 

Assertion 
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